An endogenous retrovirus with nucleic acid sequences similar to those of the multiple sclerosis associated retrovirus at the human T-cell receptor alpha, delta gene locus.
Retroviruses are suspected to be involved in the pathogenesis of autoimmune diseases, such as multiple sclerosis (MS). Here, we describe a complete cartography of a novel human endogenous retroviral sequence with a pol domain which shares a high homology with the pol sequence of the multiple sclerosis associated retrovirus (MSRV). Since this new endogenous retroviral sequence is located in the close vicinity of the locus of the human gene coding for the T-cell receptor (TcR) alpha and delta chains on chromosome 14, it could be of potential interest for the understanding of MS pathogenesis.